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as a general rule of life and conduct, said: " In a practical
age wars are mostly fought for markets, and the gigantic
cost of armaments has made kings and statesmen more than
ever dependent on the help and goodwill of great financiers.
And trade has all the spirit and some of the forms of war.
The trader does not commonly go forth with drums beating
and colours flying as he did in the great days of the Spanish
Main, when there was no peace south of the Line.    The
age may be past in which our own East India Company
and the  Netherlands Company were independent polities,
with armies and fleets and ambassadors of their own, who
treated on equal terms with Eastern princes and common-
wealths, or fought them as seemed best in their own eyes,
and dealt summarily with interlopers in their seas as pirates
and outlaws.    But the spirit of the old adventurers is not
dead.    It is not so long since we saw a Chartered Company
levying war in form on its own account    And a strong and
ambitious nation is always ready by war, or diplomacy based
on war, to open ports and markets for its own merchants,
or keep them closed against their rivals, and sometimes to
force their commodities upon unwilling customers.    And even
where there is no question of armed intervention, trade is still
the counterpart of war in its merciless dealing with opponents,
its indifference to  the welfare of non-combatants, and its
calculated sacrifice of the rank and file of its own armies in
the cause of ultimate success.    Its  methods can only be
described in metaphors of battlefield and siege ;   for it is
essentially a truceless fight for what both sides desire and
only one can possess."1

It is evident, even from the very imperfect sketch which
we have given of the circumstances of the contact between
the East and the West, that practically all the difficulties
which have arisen had their origin in economic causes which
were brought about by an aggressive commercialism which
attempted to annex as much as possible of the commerce
of other countries and that without much regard to the

1 Peile, The Reproach of the Gospelsl pp. 76-77.